
TAX, RETIREMENT AND ESTATE PLANNING 

INTESTACY THROUGHOUT CANADA 

Province Spouse and one child Spouse and children

Alberta If all children are also children of surviving spouse, entire estate goes to spouse; if any of the children are not also children 
of the surviving spouse, the spouse gets the greater of $150,000 or 50% of the value of the estate, and the children receive 
the remainder of the estate.

British Columbia If all children are also children of the surviving spouse, first $300,000 + half of the remainder goes to the spouse; if any of 
the children are not also children of the surviving spouse, the first $150,000 goes to the spouse, 50% of the balance goes to 
the spouse, 50% of the balance to the children equally.

Manitoba If all children are also children of surviving spouse, entire estate goes to spouse; if any of the children are not also children 
of surviving spouse, greater of $50,000 or half of the estate goes to the spouse. Remainder of estate is split 50% between 
spouse and children.

New Brunswick Marital property to spouse; balance split equally. Marital property to spouse; 1/3 balance to spouse; 2/3 of 
balance to children.

Newfoundland and 
Labrador

Split equally. 1/3 to spouse; 2/3 to children.

Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut

First $100,000 to spouse, balance split equally. First $200,000 to spouse; 1/3 of balance to spouse; 2/3 of 
balance to children.

Nova Scotia First $50,000 to spouse, balance split equally. First $50,000 to spouse; 1/3 of balance to spouse; 2/3 of 
balance to children.

Ontario First $350,000 to spouse, balance split equally. First $350,000 to spouse; 1/3 of the balance to spouse; 2/3 of 
the balance to children.

Prince Edward Island Split equally. 1/3 to spouse; 2/3 to children.

Quebec Spouse is entitled to their portion of family patrimony  and 
then 1/3 of the remainder; 2/3 of the remainder to child.

Spouse is entitled to their portion of the family patrimony.  
The remainder of the estate will be divided 1/3 to spouse 
and 2/3 to children. 

Saskatchewan First $200,000 to spouse; balance split equally. First $200,000 to spouse; 1/3 balance to spouse, 2/3 balance 
to children.

Yukon First $75,000 to spouse, balance split equally. First $75,000 to spouse; 1/3 balance to spouse, 2/3 balance 
to children.

Spouse in AB includes an “adult interdependent partner”. In B.C. and SK this includes a common-law partner. In NS includes a domestic partner. In QC this includes a civil union couple. In NT/NU 
this includes a common-law couple but not a same-sex couple.

Specific rules regarding household furnishings and a spouse’s ability to elect are unique in some provinces.

Source: AB Wills and Succession ACT (WSA), BC Wills, Estates and Succession ACT (WESA), MB Intestate Succession Act (MB), NB Devolution of Estates Act, NL The Intestate Succession Act 
(Newfoundland and Labrador), NS Intestate Succession Act (NS), NT Intestate Succession Act (NT), NU Intestate Succession Act (NU), ON Succession Law Reform Act, PE The Probate Act, QC The 
Civil Code of Quebec, SK Intestate Succession Act, 2019 (SK), YK Estate Administration Act

https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/W12P2.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/09013_01
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/_pdf.php?cap=I85
https://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/stat/rsnb-1973-c-d-9/latest/rsnb-1973-c-d-9.html
https://assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/statutes/i21.htm
https://assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/statutes/i21.htm
https://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/rsns-1989-c-236/latest/rsns-1989-c-236.html
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/legislation/intestate-succession/intestate-succession.a.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90s26
https://www.canlii.org/en/pe/laws/stat/rspei-1988-c-p-21/latest/
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/assets/GoS/static/generic-error.html?aspxerrorpath=/residents/births-deaths-marriages-and-divorces/dealing-with-death/administering-the-estate-of-someone-whos-died/beneficiaries#:~:text=Note:The%20Intestate%20Succession%20Act,or%20after%20October%201,%202019.&text=The%20spouse%20will%20inherit%20the,also%20children%20of%20the%20spouse.
https://legislation.yukon.ca/acts/esad_c.pdf


Visit us at ci.com/en/tax-retirement-and-estate-planning

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMERS  

This communication is published by CI Global Asset Management (“CI GAM”). Any commentaries and information contained in this communication are provided as a general source of information and 
should not be considered personal investment advice. Facts and data provided by CI GAM and other sources are believed to be reliable as at the date of publication. Certain statements contained in 
this communication are based in whole or in part on information provided by third parties and CI GAM has taken reasonable steps to ensure their accuracy.

Market conditions may change which may impact the information contained in this document. Information in this communication is not intended to provide legal, accounting, investment or tax 
advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. Professional advisors should be consulted prior to acting on the basis of the information contained in this communication.

You may not modify, copy, reproduce, publish, upload, post, transmit, distribute, or commercially exploit in any way any content included in this communication. You may download this 
communication for your activities as a financial advisor provided you keep intact all copyright and other proprietary notices. Unauthorized downloading, re-transmission, storage in any medium, 
copying, redistribution, or republication for any purpose is strictly prohibited without the written permission of CI GAM.

CI Global Asset Management is a registered business name of CI Investments Inc.
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